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We originally intended on having this in your hands when classes resumed just after 
Labor Day. But, the press of ever-changing events, the move to brand-new offices, 
(after working out of temporary quarters since our February fire), and other 
problems delayed otherwise good intentions. 


a_ copy of the new IBS equipment/supplies catalog with updated prices and information. 
Also, look for the annual station survey questionaire which requests information 

for your station's free listing in the Journal of College Radio annual directory 
issue. A more detailed questionaire included asks for information that will provide 
useful statistical data on school and college radio stations..... some of it for the 
first time. We made an attempt at it last year and response was good. But, 


The September issue of the Journal of College Radio will also be a little bit 
delayed in getting to you. It seems many of the advertiser contacts were on 
vacation just at the time we were trying to put it together. It went to the 
printer later than normal and will thus be a little late in reaching you. But, 
look for it. 
teeta ett teat ASIII LILI TTT TTT Tee 
As usual, a lot seems to have happened over the Suniee, when many of you were 
enjoying a vacation and stations were being operated by smaller staffs. 


The FCC has come up with one or two surprises for stations, especially in the 
areas of operator licenses and station license renewal applications. 


The Third Class Radiotelephone Operator license (or permit) has been abolished 
completely. There will no longer be FCC exams for elements 1 and 2 except as 

part of higher class license exams. Instead of the Third Class license, 

so-called "routine operators" - basically those who run your board and transmitting 
system - will only be required to have a Restricted Radiotelephone Operator permit, 
(the computer card form 753 that does NOT require any exam). The Restricted 
license is also good for the holder's lifetime - no renewal is needed. Those who 
now hold Third Class licenses will not be able to get them renewed; instead, it'l] 
be suggested that you apply for a Restricted permit. 


Actually, when applying for the Restricted permit, you should get both FCC form 753, 
(the card), and form 753-T, (a card-size paper form). The 753 is completed, signed, 
and mailed to the FCC's automated processing office in Gettysburg, PA, and the 753-T 


is posted at the station as a "temporary" license until the real one comes in the 
mail. 


We've addressed the subject of downgrading operator license requirements before. 

Personally, I think the downgrading has hurt the level of operator knowledge and 

has caused more problems at stations, particularly those who haven't picked-up the 

slack with their own training programs. After all, the station is still responsible 
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for operating within the rules..... but now the station must make sure its own 
operators know and understand what the rules require. Those stations who 
don't offer their own training programs and simply assume their operators know 
the rules may find themselves in trouble...... if not now, then later. 

As if downgrading routine operator licensing requirements wasn't enough...... 
now the FCC is proposing to eliminate advanced license requirements for those 
engineers and technicians who install, repair, maintain and inspect your 
transmitting equipment. In most cases....these people now need a First Class or 
Second Class license. Of course, having such a license is no guarantee of a 
specific individual's practical knowledge or competence...... but at least it has 
been some general indication, particularly for those in station management with 
little or no technical knowledge themselves. 


Now....the FCC is proposing to eliminate the advanced license requirements and 
allow the holder of any class of radiotelephone license (including the no-exam 
kestricted permit mentioned above) to install, adjust, maintain, repair, and 
inspect your transmitting system. Since the major qualifications for obtaining 
a Restricted permit seem to be U.S. Citizenship and an ability to sign your name, 
we may no longer look to the FCC license as any help in trying to determine the 
qualifications of engineering personnel. 


Right now....this idea is just a proposal....open for comments both in support and 
in opposition. But, the language of the proposal along with the trend towards 
operator license downgrading at the FCC seems to indicate that the Commission will 
go ahead with this idea..... probably sometime in 1981. 


We disagree strongly with this trend in general, and certainly with this proposal 

in particular. It will remove an important element in the evaluation of engineering 
personnel by non-engineering managers, leading to a downgrading in the level of 
equipment maintenance and performance at many stations. 


In fairness....we should mention the stated reasons the FCC is considering this 
proposal. First, they feel the present First Class exam bears too little relationship 
to the practical engineering and technical situation found at broadcast stations. 

To re-work the exam so it does cover practical broadcasting matters would be too 

much of a problem and make it too hard to administer. Also....there are those who 
simply don't do well on exams, and they should not be penalized. (Try that one 

on your favorite instructor!!!) Equipment is more stable and more reliable today 
than was the case when the rules were originally written. It has been difficult to 
find those with First Class licenses in some rural areas and some of those few have 
charged what some stations considered to be too much. 


If this sounds like they were reaching for reasons..... we think so too. Sure, there 
is a grain or two of truth in a couple of their points....but not enough, in our 
opinion, to warrant this drastic downgrading. The only possible benefit for stations 
is that they will have more flexibility in choosing or hiring those who do their 
engineering work. 

In the push towards further "de-regulation"...... the FCC has also come out with a 
proposal for a drastic overhaul in the station license renewal procedure. Instead 
of the 15-page form 342 now used by noncommercial stations, they're proposing a 
"postcard" sized renewal form to be filed routinely by most stations, without the 
avalanche of paperwork (for noncommercial stations, mostly logs, log analysis, etc). 
However..... a certain percentage of stations would be subject to random "audits" 
and/or inspections each year. These presumably would be more detailed than the 
routine inspections now done by the FCC's Field Bureau. Noncommercial stations would 
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still be required to conduct ascertainment of community needs, and place the 
problems/programs list and narrative statements in their public file. But, 
there would no longer be the once-every-three-years scramble to get things 
straightened up for renewal. Instead, you'd have to have your operation in 
top shape on a continual basis..... since you never know when you might receive 
one of those "random" FCC inspection visits. 


The Commission says the new proposal would get them out from under the mountain 

of paperwork now filed by every station with their renewal and which the FCC 

simply does not have the personnel to properly review. Instead, they say the 

random inspection/audits will motivate stations to stay in continuous compliance, 

and their random inspections and audits can truly be given the attention they deserve, 
even with a limited staff. 


The prospect of this proposal becoming effective should send a number of station 
managers diving into their logs and public files to correct errors, bring things 
up-to-date, and in the case of the public file, to see that they actually have one 
and that it contains what it should. Malfunctioning modulation monitors, trans- 
mitter meters, remote control systems, etc. will be given added attention by 
engineers to make sure they're in compliance with the rules. 


Certainly, the proposal will make renewal filing much simpler and easier for 
stations..... or at least all but the "lucky" few selected randomly for the 
audits and inspections. But, it will require a more consistent effort to 
keep within all of the rules and requirements on a continual basis. Though 
this shouldn't mean much difference, at least in theory, in actual practice, 
it will mean a lot of work at a lot of stations. 


I'm not so sure that motivation by fear (of a random inspection) is necessarily the 
best way to generate compliance. At the same time, it's difficult to argue 

against a change in procedure that simply re-states the necessity for continual | 
compliance with FCC rules and regulations. After all, if a station is operating 
within the rules, it should have no added problems. And, if it's not operating 
within the rules, it should be. 


If, just by some chance, you have a question about what is required in your 

program, operating (transmitter), and maintenance logs, you may want to look 
up sections 73.1800, 73.1810, 73.1820, and 73.1830 in your station's copy of 
the FCC rules and regulations, Volume III. 


Of course, your public file is no doubt also in perfect shape, but again, just 

in case you want to check it against what is required, dig-up section 73.3527, 
also in Volume III of the FCC's rules and regulations. 

While we're on or close to the topic of station license renewals, have you checked 
lately to see when your station's license is up for renewal? Here are some of 

the upcoming license expiration and renewal application filing deadlines: 


License Expiration Renewal Application Deadline States 


February I, 1981 Uctober T, WSC ..s.sssaus Washington, Oregon, Alaska, 
Guam, Hawaii 
April 1, 1981 December 1, 1980 ......... Maine, Mass., New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut 
June 1, 1981 February 1, 1961 ......025 New Jersey, New York 


August 1, 1981 APPT! dy 1961. esse cinas Delaware, Pennsylvania 
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If your station is a 10-watt FM facility in any of the states mentioned, 

and you have not filed for an increase in power to 100-watts ERP or more, 

your renewal application filing deadline is also the deadline for filing a 
construction permit (FCC form 340) for one of the four alternatives left for stations 


remaining at 10-watts. These alternatives must be pursued in the order listed; 
each has to be exhausted before being eligible to select the next one down: 
1. Locate an available spot in the commercial FM band (92.1-107.9) and apply 


for a frequency change to that spot. If no space is available, then you 
may go on to option 2. 


2. Relocate to the new 87.9 frequency if available in your area. Because this 
option is available in so few areas, few stations will likely be able to 
utilize it. If options1 and 2 are unavailable, you may go on to attempt 
option 3. 


3. Move to a less preclusionary frequency in the noncommercial FM band 
(88.1-91.9) if one is available in your area. (Less preclusionary means 
less likely to block the establishment of a new station of 100-watts or 
more, or the expansion of another station to that level). If there is no 
less preclusionary frequency in your area than the one you're already on, 
then you may go on to option 4. 


4. Remain on your present frequency by proving to the FCC that it is the 
least preclusionary frequency in the area, or at most equally preclusionary 
in comparison with other available noncommercial FM frequencies. 
Remember, this option is only available to stations who, for engineering 
reasons, cannot utilize any of the other options described above. 


If all of this looks a bit familiar..... it should. We've been reminding you of 
these options for the better part of the past two years now. If you haven't done 
anything about it yet, especially if your license renewal is upcoming, you had 
better get things going. 


We are often asked about school and college radio stations receiving Federal 
grants and other funding....and what the possibilities are. Except for special 
programs tailored to particular areas of programming interest, the 2 most common 
sources for federal funds for noncommercial broadcasters are CPB (Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting) and NTIA (National Telecommunications & Information ; 
Administration). Most school and college stations simply do not presently qualify 
for most CPB funding. One exception is the Minority and Women's Training Grant 
programs, although competition is likely to be tough. Your station does not have 
to be CPB-qualified to apply, but you do have to have a Community Advisory Board. 
If you've got something going that might fit into this program, you can request 
information and an applitation form from Denise Oliver, Acting Director, Training 
and Development, Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 1111 16th St. N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20036. The next round of grants "opens" on October 27, 1980 and "closes 
November 26, 1980, so you don't have much time. 


NTIA has become the administrator of the PTFP (Public Telecommunications Facilities 
Program) which provides some financial aid to stations for the purchase of equipment. 
CPB qualification is not required, but you should have a Community Advisory Board. 
More information is upcoming in the September issue of the Journal of College Radio, 
but the next application deadline is January 12, 1981. If you want to call or write 
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for an application directly....address your request to: 
Public Telecommunications Facilities Program — 
National Telecommunications & Information Administration 
U.S. Deptartment of Commerce 
608 13th Street, N.W., Suite 803 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
or call them at (202) 7243307 and ask for the Program Officer for your State. 


It's not just a handout - you'll have to describe what the equipment will be used 

for and what benefits it will provide to the community as a whole, etc., etc. 
Preferences are given to proposals to provide first "full-service" to an area, 
proposals involving minority or women, etc. It's also a competitive situation, since 
there's not nearly enough funds available to cover all of the applications received. 
Some stations have had an interest in carrying at least some programming distributed 
by National Public Radio (NPR), but until recently it was not available except to 
fully "qualified" NPR member-stations. The only exception was their taped service, 
available to any noncommercial station, but with a limited selection compared to the 
interconnected network. 


Now....NPR has decided to make its interconnected network programming available to 
non-NPR stations, but with some strings attached. First, programming is only available 
to a non-NPR station if their transmitter is more than 50 miles from an NPR member's 
transmitter or if closer, physical obstructions or other reasons prevent the member's 
signal from reaching that far. If there is a nearby NPR member-station, programming 
will be released to a non-member station only if the member chooses not to carry it, 
although they can change their minds after a year. 


And, even if available under those restrictions, the programming will not be free. 
There will be 2 costs involved: the cost of getting the program from the member-station 
to the non-member station (program delivery); and the program fee to be paid to NPR 
for the program use itself. Obviously, delivery costs will vary greatly depending 

on your local situation. You could run a phone line to the nearest NPR station, or 
install satellite receiving equipment of your own, or share satellite receiving 
equipment with a nearby public TV station, etc. Program costs will vary with the 

total number of hours of programming you carry within a year. The more programming 
you carry, the less each hour will cost. The breakdown looks like this: 


Total Progamming Carried Annual Fee 
ED HGMPE: OF TESSh4 0. eee s ae $ 500 ($50.007hr) 
30 vera ef ae ee ae 1,750 ($35.00/hr) 
ig. -"™ * NOE Helen wale ae 2,500 ($25.00/hr) 
a ee 2 Oh, RAE ng oaeww ake 4,250 ($17.00/hr) 
a ~”. ® te ate tile se ohn al 5,000 ($10.00/hr) 
i Ag he an Rice Sent, 6,375 ($ 8.50/hr) 
Loe. ”. A y atim wees Ope aes i 2 7,500 ($ 7.50/hr) 
iLfou. @ »-* Ger bins y vex 0S 8,750 ($ 7.00/hr) 
Lap * 3 ee ee 10,000 ($ 6.66/hr) 


For stations taking 100 hours/year or more, it is "advised" that they purchase 
receiving equipment for the NPR "DACS" system, which is a teletype communicating 
system over which closed-circuit messages, updates, and schedule changes are sent. 


NPR member-stations get a much better deal, of course, getting much more service 
at proportionately less cost. But, the NPR membership qualifications are 
amazingly similar to those of CPB and most school and college stations are knocked 
out by the requirements of having at least 5 full-time paid staff at the station 
itself, and an annual operating budget of $100,000 minimum. For info & details, 


get in touch with Mr. Clyde Robi VP Station Servi NPR, 2025 M St, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036. . ieee rvices, 5 
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It's nothing new that the record business has had its troubles in recent times 

and one result has been widespread cutbacks in many companies' promotion departments. 
Staffs have been reduced or sometimes eliminated, and service has been tightened by 
some. Naturally, the smaller stations have seen the most problems in trying to 
obtain or maintain service. 


To get a better picture of what's going on nationally, we'd like to hear from 

your station's Music Director. We're just looking for a brief note telling us 

if there have been any noticeable changes in record service recently, for better 

or for worse, and from which companies and labels. If you've gotten any letters 
from companies advising you of changes in their policy on providing promo copies 

to school or college stations, please send us a photocopy. Also, tell us if your 
Station is a closed-circuit (carrier-current or cable) facility, and/or FCC-licensed 
on-air FM, and if the latter, what your power is. 


Once we hear from your station and others like it across the country, we'll have 

a better picture of where the problems are, and how to deal with them. Meanwhile, 
the pressure is on stations to keep in constant contact with record companies, 

on the phone and by mail. Get a playlist in front of them with your call-letters, 
school or college, and location prominently displayed. Do it regularly. Let them 
know what you're playing and that you're not taking their service for granted. 


One of the strong points for our stations in this kind of situation is that we often 
play the kinds of music not heard on ordinary stations. We're also more prone to 

Play something by a new or local artist than other stations who only play the HITS. 

Our audiences tend to include a higher percentage of record buyers than those of 

other stations. These are the kinds of points you should stress in contact with 

record company people. One of our problems has been that too many stations simply 
take their record service for granted and provide no feedback at all to the companies 
who supply us. There's something really wrong when the commercial rocker in town 

can get several copies of most records automatically and our stations are being cut-off 
from even a single copy. 


The more feedback we get from stations like yours, the stronger a position we'll be 
in when dealing with the record companies. Take a few minutes right now, while 

you think of it, and get your Music Director to drop us a note. 

While we're on the topic of sending us a note once in a while, we'd also like to hear 
from station people regarding the kinds of topics you'd like to see addressed in 
these newsletters, in our IBS Special Reports, and in the pages of the Journal of 
College Radio. If we're not hitting the subjects where you're having problems, or 
where you have an interest, let us know. Better yet, you might want to take a try 
at writing something on it yourself and sending it in for possible publication. 
After all, no one is in a better position to know the needs, interests, and problems 
of stations like yours than you are. 
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A big flap now going on regarding program guides for noncommercial stations. A group 

of larger public stations got together to publish something called Dial, a magazine to 

be distributed which included their program listings. Because it aimed at an 

affluent readership, not unlike that of commercial publications, a Washington publisher 
started a campaign to stop it, using the hook that it was subsidized by taxpayer's funds 
and reduced postal rates. One Congressman rushed through an amendment prohibiting 
federal funds from going to any station publishing a program guide that sold advertising. 
Apparently, most were asleep when it was passed and it was not given much of a chance 

in the Senate. We'll watch closely to see what happens with this issue. 
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